
Web Archiving and Retrieval Appliance (WARA) 

 
 

WARA is a modified Ubuntu 6.10 desktop solution for web archiving and retrieval 
featuring Apache Tomcat, Wayback and Heritrix. 

WARA offers several of the leading web harvest, capture, and preservation software 
components from the Internet Archive (www.archive.org), conveniently rolled up into 
one easy to use appliance. 

The appliance’s configuration allows both Heritrix and the Wayback web-app to run 
together on Apache Tomcat 5.5 upon start up. 

The appliance contains two Virtual Hard Disks:  The first houses the software and OS; 
the second stores the crawled files. Heritrix and Wayback also utilize the second drive to 
store and server the crawled files. 

On startup, all Web Crawl and Harvesting services activate, followed by a Firefox 
window displaying access links to all utility interfaces. 

Heritrix 1.12.0 loads on http://localhost:8080 and can be used to crawl any website. 
Its configuration contains a profile to ensure crawled files store on the correct path for 
Wayback access. 

Wayback 0.8.0 loads on http://localhost/wayback and can be used to access the crawled 
files. This java-based web application runs over Apache Tomcat. 
Upon crawling one or more websites, the archived sites can be accessed using the web 
interface. 

Apache Tomcat 5.5.23 is a java-enabled web server used to load Wayback. It is also a 
full featured HTTP server. 

All the files crawled, using the provided “webCrawl” profile, store in the secondary 
virtual hard drive under /crawls/ 

This secondary virtual hard drive has been configured to contain up to 20GB. If more 
space is required, WARA contains VMWare Tools, which allow folder sharing between 
the HOST system and the WARA guest. 



Since no root access is needed for the user of the Web Archiving and Retrieval package, 
the appliance auto-logins a normal user on startup. If root level access is required the 
password is: ‘password’. 

All login/password combinations in the appliance are of the form: user/password 

Last update: April 20th, 2007 

Operating System: Ubuntu Edgy (6.10) Desktop. 

Applications installed: Apache Tomcat 5.5.23, Wayback 0.8.0, Heritrix 1.12.0 

VMWare Tools Installed: Yes 

Size: 732 Mb compressed (2.07 GB uncompressed). 


